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52n CoNGREss, } HOUSE OF HEPRESEN'l'ATIVES.
1st Session.

Ex. Doc.
{ No.154.

FOOD, FUEL, ETC., FOR NATIVES OF SEAL ISLANDS,
AL..A,SKA.

LETTER
FROM

TH.E ACTING SECRETARY OF THE_TREASURY,
TRANSMITTING

A

comm~tnication from the agent in charge of seal islands asking that an
appropriation be 1nade to supply the inhabitants with food, fuel, clothing,
etc.

MATICH

5, 1892.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be
·
printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
March 4, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewitl1, for the consideration of
Congress, a communication from Mr. William H. Williams, agent in
charge of seal islands, of the 3d instant, showing the condition of the
native inhabitants on the islands of St. Paul and St. George, Alaska,
who maintain themselves by the proceeds of their labor in the killing
of seals, etc., but who, through the failure in the years 1890 and 1891
of the supply of such seals, have been left with only about one-sixth of
the sum usually received by them for their support, and asking that au
appropriation of $19,500 be made to furnish food, fuel, clothing, etc.,
necessary during the ensuing fiscal year to prevent suffering and destitution among these helpless people.
Respectfully, yours,
0. L. SPAULDING,
Acting Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

WASHINGTON, D. C., March 3, 1892.
SIR: I beg to submit that during the last nineteen years, prior to 1890, the natives
of the seal islands, Alaska, have received as wages, for killing and skinning seals,
the sum of $40,000 annually, and about $5,000 for extra labor rendered in the way of
lading and unlading ships' cargoes, making roads, bundling skins, etc., and have
lived in a fairly good condition on $45,000 per annum, or at the rate of $150 per
capita. 'fhe census shows a native population of 291 inhabitants, of which number
about 30 are widows, orphans, etc., whose support is chargeable to the lessees, the
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North American Commercial Company, under their lease, thus leaving 260 native
inhabitants to maintain themselves by the proceeds of their labor in the killing of
seals, etc.
_
The failure in the year 1890 of the supply of killable seals, whereby only 21.000 skins
were secured, and of 1891, whereby only 13,000 were taken, instead of the usual number of 100,000 annually taken on these islands since 1870 to 1889, has left these people
with only about one-sixth of the sum they formerly had for their snpport.
Owing to the great deRtruction to seal life by pelagic or deep-sea sealing the rookeries and hauling grounds are in such a depleted condition that it will be some years,
under the most faVOl'ab]e circumstances, uefore this valuable industry can ue uuilt
up to its former magnitude of taking 100,000 seals annually. In the meantime the
natives will be without the means of support save their small earnh1gs obtained
from the killing of a few thousand seals for food. It should be borne in mind that
not a thing is grown upon these islands whereby the natives can sustain themselves,
and that the climate requires a lire in encb native house every day in the year. Food,
fuel, and clothing must be fumished to prevent suffering and destitution among
these people.
The records show that the annunl allowance for the support of each native for the
last twenty ~ears is, as before stated, a bout $150; but I am of the opinion that by
strict economy and what they can earn from other sources they can be fairly well
provided for uy an allowance. of one-half of that amount, or $75 per capita, which
would amount to $19,500. In view of the situation I would most eamestly recommend that you ask Congress for an appropriation of $19,500 to supply the natives,
other than those whom the lessees are to support under their ~ease, with fuel, food,
and clothes on the islands of St. George and St. Paul, Alaska, for the year commencing July 1, 1892, and ending June 30, 1893.
I would also call attention to the fact that, notwithstanding the limited catch of
1891, to wit, 13,482 seals, there will be due the United States Treasury, within the
next thirty days, from the lessees of said islands, the Slrm of $128,467.08 as theresult of the catch of 1891.
Respectfully, yours,
WM.

H. WILLIAMS,

Agent in Cha1·ge of Seal Islands.
Hon. 0. L. SPAULDING,
.Acting Secretary of the Treasu1·y.
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